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Foundations for Learning Assessment Framework Grade R

B

A LETTER FROM THE MINISTER: BASIC EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Dear Grade R teacher

| am pleased to be able to offer you the Foundations for Learning Assessment Framework

for Grade R.

This document forms an infegral part of the Foundations for Learning Campaign, which,
as you know, was launched in 2008 as a national response fo support learners in the
execution of tasks that demonstrate key skills. The campaign aims to provide directives
to teachers and schools with minimum expectations at each level of performance to

improve learning outcomes in Grades 1-6.

The Foundation Phase document did not include Grade R. This document aims to address
the gap. As with the Foundations for Learning Assessment Framework for Grades 1-6,

this document is infended to help you with your planning and in determining what your
learners should be working towards and demonstrating at any given point in the year.

| am particularly excited to be providing you with this document at this tfime in our history: During 2010, as South Africa
hosts the Soccer World Cup, the world’s eyes will be on our country, our people and our greatest asset ... our children,

our future leaders.

| tfrust that this document, in your hands, will help unleash the full potential of our youngest learners.

| wish you luck as you engage with and make use of it.

Ms Angie Motshekga
Minister of Basic Education
January 2010

HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT

The Foundations for Learning Framework
document has a two-fold purpose. In the first
place it organises the Assessment Standards
contained in the National Curriculum Statement
into manageable ‘sections’. This will help you with
your planning and will structure your learners’
learning. It also provides suggested progression
so that over the course of four terms learners
progressively build on what has come before and
also prepares them for future learning.

The document will help you assess whether your
learners have achieved the Milestones listed

per term. Assessment in Grade R should be
conducted informally and learners should not be
subjected to a ‘test-type’ situation (see pages

10 and 15 of this document on how fo plan an
Assessment Task). For this reason Assessment Tasks
have not been included here. (For more ideas on
assessment refer fo the Laying Solid Foundations
for Learning Grade R Kit.)

Additional features:
e Cross-curricular links are marked for your
convenience.

e [talicised text suggests perceptual activities for you
to do with your learners. In Grade R perceptual
work is extremely important because it underpins
and prepares the foundations for future learning.
Make sure that you spend sufficient time building
these perceptual skills daily and throughout the
course of the school year.
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ITERACY ASSESSM

What are Milestones?

The Milestones for Literacy on pages 2-9 list per term what you should be teaching and what your learners should be able to
demonstrate. The Milestones are simply the National Curriculum Assessment Standards re-organised info more manageable
‘bits” and spread out over the four terms of the school year. The milestones describe the knowledge and skills that your
Grade R learners should be developing each term. You should therefore be familiar with them so that you can plan your
lessons for the term based on exactly what knowledge and skills your learners need to acquire at that stage of the year.

It is very important to remember that the milestones included here are not intended as a check list for you to tick off. Your
planning should ensure that the skills and concepts that underpin each milestone are addressed on an ongoing basis —in a
sequential and building manner.

Assessment in Grade R

Assessment is important because it provides us with valuable feedback about how we teach, how learners learn and of
course about what they know. It helps us adapt our teaching to accommodate all learners’ needs. However, the way in
which you assess a Grade R child needs to be carefully considered. Each assessment task should be carefully planned so
that they integrate a variety of skills in a capfivating manner.

There are 16 Literacy Assessment Tasks for learners in Grade R. You therefore need to conduct 4 formal assessments each term.

Learning Programme Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 TOTAL
Literacy 4 4 4 4 16

How to design a Literacy Assessment Task

Let’s see how we do this in the context of a literacy concept:

1. Assessment begins with planning and as such should never be an afterthought. You should therefore, at the planning stage,
establish the outcomes you and your learners are working towards and design your assessment task. This will ensure that
everything you do with your learners is in fact helping them prepare for the eventuality of the assessment task.

2. The assessment task should not differ in its presentation from the way you would normally engage with learners. In other
words, you are not frying to create a ‘test’ or ‘exam’ situation. It is very important that the way in which you present the
assessment task is familiar to learners.

Literacy Assessment

Here is a sample assessment task for literacy, taken from theme 11, Time and Weather, of the Laying Solid Foundations for
Learning Grade R Resource Kit:

This assessment task will assess whether the learner has understood and can apply the concepts taught in this theme. Over
the last two weeks learners:

* Listened to stories;

¢ |dentified the ¢ sound af the beginning of words;

¢ Sang and recited songs;

* Used picture clues to predict the story;

¢ Read the sentence strips with the teacher and class;

* Wrote simple sentences, with the help of the teacher, and read them fo the class; and

Used language for learning.

This assessment task could take several days fo complete. You could do it on a one-to-one basis with learners or in a
small group.

Task

Part 1

* Put the following picture cards on a table: cloud, carrot, cat, queen, dog, apple

Now ask the learner to ‘read’ the pictures.

Now ask learners to point fo one of the cards, e.g. ‘Point fo the cat.’

Then ask what sound the picture begins with, e.g. ‘Let’s slow-speak cat. C-a-t. What sound does caft start with?e’

Finally, ask the learner if they know other words that begin with ‘c’. Remember to say the sound and not the name, i.e.
‘cuh’ not ‘see’.

* Repeat the same process with the other cards.

Part 2

¢ Ask the learner to sing ‘Good morning’ or ‘This is the way we wash our clothes’.

Part three

e Ask the learner to tell you what the weather is like.

* Next, let the learner complete the weather chart.

* Now let the learner read the sentence on the weather chart together with you.

Part 4
* Ask the learner to retell a story you have read to the class over the past two weeks.

As you can see, the assessments are activity based and mirror exactly the type of things they have been doing in the classroom.

" o
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oundations for Learning Assessment

Sample rubrics for Literacy

Holistic rubric for Literacy Assessment Task

1 2 3 4
Not Partial Satisfactory | Outstanding
achieved | achievement | achievement | achievement
Is the learner able to:
Oral:
1. Follow the instructions?
2. Answer questions?
3. Describe where an object is using the correct
vocabulary?
4. Sing a song they have learned?
Phonics:
1. Identify the c-sound at the beginning of words?
. ) . . 5 Only
2. Identify c-sounds in the environment? able fo Only able to Only able to Able to
Reading: achieve achieve any achieve any chieve
= any four five to seven eight fo ten alltwelve
1. Read a sentence strip together with the teacher? gr?e?% of the criferia criteria criteria

2. Use pictures to predict text?

3. Retell a story in the correct sequence?

4. Use known phonics to decode unknown words
when reading?

Handwriting:

1. Manipulate writing tools?

Wiriting:

1. Experiment with writing?

2. Read own writing?

Phonics and handwriting assessment wheel

Checkilist for Literacy Assessment Task

Name: Date:

The learner is able to: Yes No

Begins at
correct
point

1. Remember events from a story

Forms Use a story to recognise common experiences

letters in
various
ways, i.e.
body, in
sand

Recognise initial sounds of words using picture
cards

Ends at
correct
point

4. Select picture cards that begin with a particular
letter, e.g. ‘h’ from a group of cards

Neat and
legible

Recognise the letter ‘'n’ from a group of letters

[

Read single letters

Role-play reading, and turn pages appropriately

Hold a book the right way up

olo|N]o o

Look at words and pictures and understand the
relationship between them

KEY:
4 = Well developed
3 = Age appropriate
2 = Still developing 1.
1 = Intervention needed

10. Use pictures to construct ideas

Distinguish pictures from print (e.g. by pointing
fo words rather than pictures when ‘reading’)

APy
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How to design a Numeracy Assessment Task

If you have not already familiarised yourself with page 10 in this document take time now to read through it. The principles
that underpin planning towards assessment apply fo Numeracy too.

In the Foundation Phase, Numeracy fime consists of countfing, mental work, concept development and problem-solving.
This structure is useful when it comes fo planning assessment time. Begin by asking yourself what concept you want to
assess. Then think about what learners should do in order to demonstrate that they understand and can apply the concept.
You will of course want them to demonstrate their knowledge and skills and will therefore need to provide an opportunity
that allows for this to happen. Besides this, the task should be accessible and rooted in the learners’ own everyday
experiences. It should also be holistic so you should try to build counfing and mental activities into the task. Remember, an
assessment task can occur over a period of days.

There are 12 Numeracy Assessment Tasks for learners in Grade R. You therefore need to conduct 3 formal assessments each term.

Learning Programme Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 TOTAL
Literacy 3 3 3 3 12

Let's have a look at a numeracy assessment task and how it integrates with Literacy.
Numeracy Assessment

Here is a sample assessment task for numeracy, taken from taken from theme 11, Time and Weather, of the Laying Solid
Foundations for Learning Grade R Resource Kit:

This Assessment Task will assess whether the learners have understood and can apply the concepts faught in this theme.

Over the last two weeks, learners:

e Counted the clouds in the story ‘Clouds’;

 Sorted cloud pictures according to size, i.e. length;

* Described morning, affernoon and night;

¢ Described the mass of water-filled bags, e.g. heavy and light;

e Collected, represented and analysed data, i.e. what learners were wearing and why; and
¢ Used mathematical language, e.g. big, small, more than, less than.

TASK

* Place three tins on the table. Each tin must be a different size, e.g. big, medium-sized and small. Fill the tins with varying
amounts of sand so that two have the same mass and one is either heavier or lighter.

¢ Ask the learners to tell you how many tins there are altogether.

Then let them count the tins.

Ask them to point to the biggest/smallest tin.

Now ask the learners to arrange the tins from biggest to smallest.

Finally, ask learners to pick up each tin in furn. Ask which is heaviest and which is lightest.

Grade R Term 3

Checklist for Numeracy Assessment Task

Name: Date:

The learner is able to: Yes No

1. Identify how many tins are on the table

. Count the tins

Identify the smallest and biggest tin

Arrange the tins from biggest to smallest

of Mw|n

Compare and describe the mass of the tins on picking each one up

6. Uses mathematical language to demonstrate an understanding of concepts

I —
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Copy this rubric. You will need one for each learner.

Sample Numeracy rubrics

Grade R: Term 3

Holistic rubric for Numeracy Assessment Task

1 2 3 4
Not Partial Satisfactory Ouvutstanding
achieved achievement | achievement achievement

Is the learner able to:

Counting

1. Count out objects to ten?

2. |dentify the numerals 1 to 6?

3. Identify the number words one to six?

Concept development

Any five
fo eight All nine correct
correct

4. Subtract verbally stated problems Any two Any three to
involving single digit numbers correct five correct
(within the 0-6 range)?

5. Use concrete apparatus to
solve problems?

6. Break down and build numbers
(within the 1-6 range)?

7. Solve problems involving sharing
and grouping within the 1-6 number
range, using concrete objects?

8. Explain solutfions using concrete
objects ?

9. Use mathematical language?

Grade R Term 3

Checklist for Numeracy Assessment Task

Name: Date:

The learner is able to: Yes No

1. Count objects to 10

. Break down and build up numbers to 8

. Match the numeral and word for the number of objects (to 8)

2
3
4. Add and subftract verbally stated number problems
5

. Use mathematical language to demonstrate an understanding of concepts
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